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The Air Medical Physician Association is committed to safe, efficacious, critical care transportation by 

promoting quality medical direction, research, education, leadership and collaboration. 
 

 

Congratulations! 
 

Three Board Member at Large positions to serve two-

year terms were open to the AMPA 2009 Election. 

The election winners were announced at the 18th 

Annual General Membership Meeting, on October 25 

in San Jose, California.   

 

Newly elected Board of Trustee members are: 
 

Michael Bigham, MD 

Harinder Dhindsa, MD 

Karsten Knobloch, MD 

Charles W. Sheppard, MD 

 

Jack Davidoff, MD continues the President position, 

and P.S. Martin the President-Elect position. Board 

members who continue another year of service are 

Douglas Floccare, MD; Christopher Fullagar, MD; 

William Hinckley, MD; and John Pakiela, DO.  

 

 

AMPA Awards 
 

AMPA Distinguished Physician: 
 The Distinguished Physician Award, 

established in 1993, recognizes an AMPA member for 

lifetime achievement and service to the Air Medical 

community.  The candidates are nominated to and 

voted on by the AMPA Board. 

 AMPA proudly recognizes Dr. Eric R. 

Swanson as the 2009 Distinguished Physician.  Eric 

has served as the co-editor of the Air Medical 
Journal since 2006.  Dr. Swanson is the Medical 

Director of the University of Utah AirMed transport 

program in Salt Lake City, and Associate Professor 

(Clinical) in the Department of Emergency Medicine 

at the University of Utah School of Medicine.  He has 

served as co-editor of the Air Medical Journal since 

2006.  Dr. Swanson is a Medical Director of the Year 

winner, EMS Physician of Year for the Utah 

Department of Health Bureau of EMS, “Setting the 

Standard” physician recognition award winner at the 

University of Utah Hospitals and Clinics, and served 

two terms as an AMPA Board Member.  He is a 

member of the Air Medical Research Institute 

advisory board, and was an invited participant to the 

Foundation for Air-Medical Research and Education 

International Forum on the Global Future of Air 

Medicine at the 2008 AIRMED Congress in Prague, 

Czech Republic.  Dr. Swanson is a well-known and 

respected speaker to the AMTC and CCTMC 

conferences on airway management.  He has received 

many research awards, often first place, at the 

Critical Care Transport Medicine Conference 

Scientific Forum.  His contributions to Air Medicine 

have been significant and his dedication is an example 

of commitment to the AMPA mission of  “safe, 

efficacious, critical care transportation by promoting 



quality medical direction research, education, 

leadership and collaboration”.  

Congratulations, Eric! 

 

 

AMPA Medical Director of the Year: 
 

The Medical Director of the Year was established in 

2000 and is intended to recognize the AMPA member 

physician who has made outstanding contributions to 

his or her own program.  Nominations for this award 

of recognition come from individual programs; from 

the flight crews, administrators, and/or program 

staff. The award is given to the medical director 

whose personal involvement in the program is 

considered to be an invaluable part of the team’s 

success and whose contributions to medical direction, 

education, quality care, outreach, safety, and team 

morale to be part of the essential fabric of the 

program.   

 

The 2009 Medical Director of the Year is Dr. 

Thomas Scaggs of Illinois Carle Foundation Hospital 

AirLife.  The AirLife team writes, “Dr. Scaggs has 

the respect of every team member of this program.  

We admire his administrative abilities, strategic 

planning, and collaborative practices with outlying 

community hospitals, uncompromising standard for 

delivering the best care possible and his ability to 

step in and work side-by-side with this flight team as 

a crewmember.  Without Dr. Thomas Scaggs, Carle’s 

AirLife program would be without a valuable 

champion, and thousands of rural patients would be 

without access to high-level critical care”. 

 

Congratulations, Tom! 

 

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

    

Hello everyone.  It has been an active few 

months.  The AMPA Task Force met in San Jose at 

AMTC and attracted a large number of Air Medical 

Physicians and others involved in Air Medical 

Transport.  There was tremendous discussion about 

the importance of strong physician input and medical 

control necessary for the provision of efficacious air 

medical transport.  There were representatives from 

all aspects of Air Medicine; small services, larger 

conglomerates, rotor, fixed, ground and combinations, 

etc.  It pointed out how difficult it will be to write 

something that will cover all the entities involved.  

The goal is to write a “White Paper” on Air Medical 

Utilization that will be at least a model.  It was 

obvious that regional differences play a huge role and 

the model will need to be modified by individual 

regions.  A few weeks ago at the NAEMSP 

Conference in Phoenix many members of that same 

group as well as members of NAEMSP, ACEP, ACS 

and other interested parties met again and continued 

this discussion.  Work continues on the “White Paper” 

or AMPA-NAEMSP-ACEP Initiative and a draft 

version should be available within a few weeks for 

further discussion and review by the various 

organizations involved. 

 

Work continues on the NEMSPA “No Pressure 

Initiative” and the AAMS Safety Scorecard.  

NEMSPA met in Salt Lake City a few weeks ago to 

work on this project and updates should be available 

shortly.  I will utilize the newsletters, AMJ Forum, 

website and Task Force Google-group to keep as many 

of you up to date on these projects. 

 

AMTC will be in Fort Lauderdale, Florida on 

October 11-13, 2010.  Board meetings will be October 

9 and Pre-Conferences on October 10.  Keep these 

dates free and start planning your travel now. 

 

Your AMPA Board has been busy with the 

various safety and utilization initiatives that are 

being worked on within the industry as well as 

planning for our educational offerings.   

 

AMPA has been monitoring the situation in 

Haiti carefully in case there is need for Air Medical 

Services.  AMPA would be in a position to help solicit 

services from it’s members should a request be 

heard.  We are already aware of some physicians that 

are in Haiti and we hope to be able to have them 

attend AMTC to tell of their work there.  Certainly 

anything we can all learn about disaster response 

from others could be put to use elsewhere if needed.  

If any members do go to Haiti and would like to speak 

at an AMPA preconference during AMTC regarding 

their experiences, please contact AMPA. 

 

The Education Committee is hard at work 

preparing Core Curriculum and Medical Director 

Forum for AMTC while finishing up the final pieces of 

Skills Day for CCTMC in San Antonio.  There are still 



a few openings for Skills Day.  For those of you who 

don’t know about Skills Day, this is an entire day of 

review and hands on practice of mandatory skills for 

Critical Care providers.  Skills include surgical 

airways, chest tubes, Intra-Osseous infusion, central 

lines, pericardiocentesis and tourniquet use.  Special 

thanks to Larry Miller, MD CEO of VidaCare, 

University of Texas Health Science Center and 

Scotty Bolleter, EMT-P for their support for this 

educational session. 

 

If there are particular topics that you want 

to see presented or discussed in either Core 

Curriculum or Medical Director Forum, PLEASE 

contact AMPA or one of the Board Members so we 

can try to make that happen.  We all look forward to 

hearing from you to help with putting on these 

sessions.  Looking forward to seeing many of you soon 

in San Antonio and Fort Lauderdale.  Let’s all keep 

safety in mind! 

 

Jack B Davidoff, MD, EMT-P 

AMPA President 

 

 

Medical 

Director 

Forum 

 
 

Case Studies for AMTC 
 

Due to the popularity of our case studies at the 

Medical Directors Forum in 2008, AMPA is planning 

to present this again at our preconference for AMTC 

2010. These case studies will be open to the floor for 

discussion by multiple programs, medical directors, 

and crews to give a broad range of solutions and allow 

us all to learn from each other. The format we plan to 

use is to present the case, ask what we think are 

some of the important questions, open the floor to 

discussion and then (maybe) give our opinion and or 

the outcomes.  AMPA will provide the moderator (me) 

but it really is you who will provide the expertise.  

Now for the catch, in order to make this as useful as 

possible I need you to provide me with your toughest 

cases. Keep in mind that the cases do not have to be 

medical problems but can include legal issues, 

protocols, policies, procedures etc.., i.e. anything that 

makes life challenging for the medical director. The 

goal is to provide a forum for discussion amongst a 

variety of people that will teach us all how to better 

provide medical leadership for our programs. 

 

Please provide as much information relative to the 

problem as you can, and what you think the 

“questions” relating to that case are.  Please remove 

any identifying information you can  (I will change the 

cases enough to avoid HIPAA). If you would please 

provide how the problem was “solved” at the time as 

well.  Again these do not have to be  medical 

questions only.  I also hope you will come and provide 

your thoughts both initially as well as after the fact. 

Send your cases to Charles.sheppard@mercy.net that 

is a secure server. I will try to acknowledge all cases 

so if you don’t hear back it may have gotten caught in 

the hospitals server so try again. 

 

Thanks so much I am looking forward to the cases. 

Chuck Sheppard MD FACEP FAAEM 

Medical Director St. John’s Life Line 

Springfield, MO 

AMPA board member at large 

 

 

 

 

Principles & Direction 
Of Air Medical Transport 

 

ORDER NOW! 
AMPA Member Rates 

Text Only   $110.00 

CD Only   $110.00 

Text/CD Combo  $160.00 

 

Text of CD in quantity: 

2-5  $90.00 each 

5-10  $85.00 each 

> 10  $80.00 each 

 

Order on line (www.ampa.org) or call Pat in the AMPA 

office at 801-263-AMPA!  

 

mailto:Charles.sheppard@mercy.net
http://www.ampa.org/


 

 
 

Watch the AMPA website (www.ampa.org) and your 

mailbox for the final program for CCTMC 2010!  

CCTMC always promises excellent clinical education 

for the critical care transport medicine 

provider……and they deliver! Save the dates!   

 

April 12-14, 2010 

Sheraton Gunter Hotel 

San Antonio, Texas 
 

AMPA Activities: 

Saturday, April 10, 2010 – AMPA Board of 

Trustees Meeting - ALL AMPA members are 

welcome to this open meeting! 

 

Sunday, April 11, 2010 – 

Critical Care Procedural Anatomy Program with 

morning didactic lectures following by a procedures 

lab at the University of Texas 

 

Monday, April 12, 2010 –  

1:00 p.m. Opening of the Critical Care Transport 

Medicine Conference – General Session – “It’s All 
About the Spin – A Critical Look at Medical 
Literature” – Charles W. Sheppard, MD 
 

Please support this educational effort for AMPA and 

the professional associations including Air & Surface 

Transport Nurses Association, and the International 

Association of Flight Paramedics.  The CCTMC is 

known for quality education and AMPA is proud to be 

a founding partner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Call for Abstracts 
     Reed Brozen, MD 
 

Critical Care Transport Medicine 

Conference – April 12-14, 2010 

San Antonio, Texas 
  

The Critical Care Transport Medicine Conference 

(CCTMC) will once again feature a Scientific 

Forum with poster presentations of original 

scientific research.  Poster presentations will be 

formally judged during the conference on April 

12th and an Outstanding Research Award 

bestowed.  Accepted abstracts will be published in 

the Air Medical Journal.  Abstracts presented at 

other meetings during 2009-2010 will be 

considered.  If abstracts have been published 

prior they will not be republished in the Air 
Medical Journal.  Our goal is to nurture and 

provide an appropriate forum for research in air 

medical transport. 

 

Deadline: March 1, 2010 

5:00 p.m. EST 
 

Abstracts must be sent as E-mail attachment in 

MS Word format (Macintosh or Windows) without 

names or institutions listed. Objective, methods, 

results and conclusion sections should be included, 

3200 maximum number of characters allowed 

(including spaces).  Use single line spacing. Leave 

one line of space between paragraphs. Left justify 

all text. Word documents should have 1 inch 

margins, and text in Times font, 12 point size.  

Please use the “word count” feature under “Tools” 

in Word.   The E-mail cover should list names of 

participants in the study, institutional affiliations, 

funding sources, and identify the person who will 

present the poster at the conference.   In 

addition, the E-mail cover must state whether or 

not the abstract has been or will be presented 

and/or published prior to April 2010.  The 

reference must be supplied.  Submissions should 

be sent to Reed.Brozen@darthmouth.edu  and 

must be received by 5:00 p.m. EST on March 1, 

2010 

  

 

http://www.ampa.org/


  

 
 

AMPA CORE CURRICULUM 
 

The Medical Director Core Curriculum: Part II was  

offered as a preconference to the annual Air Medical 

Transport Conference (AMTC) on Sunday, October 25, 

2009 in San Jose California.  Over 70 physicians parti- 

cipated in this meeting that presented topics from 

Principles and Direction of Air Medical Transport, as well as 

offering an opportunity for physicians to network with 

interactive discussion. 
 

The AMPA Medical Director Core Curriculum is 

recognized and recommended by CAMTS as 

background training for a Medical Director of a 

critical care transport program that is applying for 

accreditation or undergoing reaccredidation. 

 

Past courses include: 

Part I:  November 2, 2003 – Reno, Nevada 

  October 23, 2005 – Austin, Texas 

  October 19, 2008 – Minneapolis, MN 

Part II: April 12, 2004 – San Antonio, Texas 

  September 24, 2006 – Phoenix, AZ  

  October 25, 2009 – San Jose, CA 

Part III: October 24, 2004 – Cincinnati, Ohio 

  September 16, 2007 – Tampa, FL 

  October 10, 2010 – Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 

Of the 273 physicians who have taken at least one 

Core Curriculum, the following 64 have completed all 

three.  CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Azeemuddin Ahmed, MD 

 University of Iowa AirCare – Iowa City, Iowa 

Lynthia Andrews, DO 

 Life Net – St. Joseph-Platte City, Missouri 

Steven S. Andrews, MD 

 North Memorial Ambulance Service – 

 Robbinsdale, Minnesota 

Grace M. Arteaga, MD 

Mayo Clinic/St. Mary’s – Rochester, 

Minnesota 

Reed Brozen, MD 

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Advanced Response 

Team – Lebanon, New Hampshire 

 

Michael Brunko, MD 

Flight for Life Colorado – Denver, CO 

Caroline Burnett-Garraway, MD 

Lifeflight Bahamas – Nassau, Bahamas 

Rafael Cabrera, MD 

Life Flight – Caracas, Venezuela 

Catherine Carrubba, MD 

 Aeromed-Tampa, Florida 

Kevin Corcoran, DO 

East Care - Brody School of Medicine – 

Greenville, North Carolina 

Jack Damiano, MD 

 Life Lion -Hershey, Pennsylvania 

Jack Davidoff, MD 

 Mercy Flight Central, Inc.-Canandaigua, NY 

Charles Farmer, MD 

Aerocare Medical Transport – Tulsa, OK 

Kathleen Fedack, MD 

Air Ambulance Specialists, Inc. – Denver, CO 

Deb Funk, MD 

 Life Net of New York-Albany, New York 

Wade Gaasch, MD 

 PHI Air Medical – Ellicott City, Maryland 

C. Wayne Gallops, MD 

 Quad Cities HEMS/Med Force-Moline, Illinois 

Brett Greenfield, DO 

MidAtlantic MedEvac, Voorhees, New Jersey 

Rose Haisler, DO 

 OSF St. Francis Life Flight – Peoria, Illinois 

Andrew C. Hawk, MD 

 Care Flight Air & Mobile-Dayton, Ohio 

Steven Henson, MD 

 Ballard Aviation Eagle Med – Wichita, Kansas 

Jeff Hillesland, MD 

 MedLink AIR – LaCrosse, Wisconsin 

William R. Hinckley, MD 

 Air Care & Mobile Care – Cincinnati, Ohio 

Robert H. Hubers, MD 

 AeroMed - Grand Rapids, MI 

Kenneth Jackimczyk, MD 

Eagle Air Medical, Scottsdale, Arizona 

Michael A. Jasumback, MD 

 PHI Air Medical – Redding, California 

James Calvin Johnson, III, MPAS, PA-C 

North Carolina Baptist Hospital AirCare – 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

Kevin M. Kendall, MD 

 Life Flight of Maine, Durham, Maine 

David Kingfisher, MD 

 Life Star of Kansas – Topeka, Kansas 



 

Jay Kovar, MD 

 PHI Air Medical – The Woodlands, Texas 

Timothy J. Larsen, MD 

 Life Net Heartland – Omaha, Nebraska 

Stephen D. Leonard, MD 

 Asheville Jet – Atlanta, Georgia 

M. Bruce Lindsay, MD 

 UW Med Flight-Madison, Wisconsin 

David Lindstrom, MD 

 ProMedica Air-Sylvania, Ohio 

Eduardo Loyola, MD 

 Servicios Medicos Loyola - 

 San Jose, Costa Rica 

Cameron McCaig, MD 

 Flight for Life Colorado – Colorado Springs 

Marshall McCoy, MD 

 UNC Air Care-Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Henderson McGinnis, MD 

 AirCare – Wake Forest University Baptist 

 Medical Center – Winston-Salem, NC 

P.S. Martin, MD 

 Life Flight – Allegheny -Pittsburgh, PA 

David Meurer, MD 

 Shandscair-Gainesville, Florida 

Curt Mikulski, MD 

 North Flight EMS – Traverse City, Michigan 

Sol Nevins, MD 

 Atlantic Health – PHI – Randolph, New Jersey 

Christopher Ott, MD 

    Air Ambulance Specialists, Inc-Denver, Colorado 

John A. Pakiela, DO, FACEP 

 MedFlight of Ohio – Macedonia, Ohio 

Vincent Poirier, MD 

    SkyserviceAir Canada-Montreal, Quebec, CAN 

Albert Ritter, MD 

 Atlantic Ambulance – Chatham, New Jersey 

Kenneth Robinson, MD 

 LIFE STAR-Hartford, Connecticut 

Laurie Romig, MD  

 Life Net Florida-St. Petersburg, Florida 

Joseph Ryan, MD 

 REMSA/Care Flight – Reno, Nevada  

Maeve Sheehan, MD 

 Children’s Medical Center Dallas - Texas 

Charles W. Sheppard, MD 

 St. John’s Life Line-Springfield, Missouri 

Irvin Smith, MD  

 PHI Air Medical-Paducah, Kentucky 

James Spiller, MD 

 Air Evac Lifeteam -Newburgh, Indiana 

 

David Stuhlmiller, MD 

 Life Net of New York – Madison, New Jersey 

Matthew Sutter, MD 

 Lutheran Air-Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Eric R. Swanson, MD 

 University of Utah AirMed  

 Salt Lake City, Utah 

Kevin Tishkowski, MD  

 Life Net Michigan-Saginaw, Michigan 

Bernardo Rueda Torres, MD 

 Helimed – Insurgentes Cuicuilco, DF Mexico 

Francine Vogler, MD 

 AIRescue International – Van Nuys, California 

Kenneth Williams, MD 

 Lifeguard EMS-Providence, Rhode Island 

Roger Williams, MD 

 Aerocare Medical Transport – Tulsa, OK 

Christopher Wuerker, MD 

 MedSTAR-Washington, D.C. 

Ralph Wynn, MD 

 Mercy Flight Central, Inc.-Buffalo, New York   

Rourke M. Yeakley, MD 

 Air St. Luke’s – Boise, Idaho 

 

 
 

 
The Board of Directors met for three days in April in  
San Antonio in conjunction with the CCTMC conference. 
The Board of Directors also met for three days in July in 
Dallas at the Flight Safety International headquarters. 
 
NEW MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 

Mr. Howard Ragsdale, President of Air Medical 
Operators Association (AMOA), provided a brief 
history of the AMOA organization and the 
organization’s support and desire to become a 
member organization of CAMTS.  Dr. Nick Lezama 
provided a brief presentation regarding the United 
States Transportation Command Surgeon’s Office 
(USTRANSCOM). The USTRANSCOM serves as the 
DOD single manager for the development of policy 
and standardization of procedures and information 
support systems for global patient movement. They 
would appoint Lt Col Christle Shavers as a DOD 
liaison to the CAMTS Board. Dr. Nick Lezama will 
continue as the Board representative for AsMA while 



Lt Col Shavers will be the appointed Board liaison 
from the USTRANSCOM.  Both AMOA and 
USTRANSCOM were accepted by a 2/3 majority vote 
as new member organizations bringing the total 
number of member organizations to 19.  
 
VALUES APPROVED 
The Board also finalized changes to the mission 
statement and approved the CAMTS Values, Vision 
and Transport Organization Expectations as follows. 
This will be posted on our website.  
 
Mission Statement 
CAMTS is a peer review organization dedicated to improving 
patient care and transport safety by providing a dynamic 
accreditation process through the development of standards, 
education, and services that support our vision.  
 
Vision Statement 
All patients are transported safely by qualified personnel 
using the appropriate mode of transport. 
 

CAMTS Values 
 

FFFaaaiiirrr    

   

EEEttthhhiiicccaaalll    

   

CCCooonnnsssiiisssttteeennnttt    

   

AAAccccccooouuunnntttaaabbbllleee    

   

PPPaaattt iiieeennnttt    aaannnddd   SSSaaafffeeetttyyy   FFFooocccuuussseeeddd    

   
Transport Organization Expectations 

   
                 Honest Self Assessment 

 
Ethical Business Practices 

 
Patient and Safety Focused 

 
Continuous Quality Improvement 

 
Transparency in the Accreditation Process 

 
 
COMMITTEES 
 

ACCREDITATION STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

 

Ms LauraLee Demmons and Ms Frazer are revising the 

accreditation standards with a new format (to match the 

Standards Compliance tool), removing redundancies and 

applying evidence based research when appropriate. The 

2010 standards will also be in complete sets for each mode 

of transport. The goal is to present a first draft to the Board 

and Accreditation Standards Committee at the AMTC 

meeting.  

 

PROCESS COMMITTEE 

 

Several policies were reviewed and revised – mostly wording 

changes. The biggest change in the site survey process is 

that we will no longer provide specific dates for a site visit. 

Programs will be given a 60 day time frame during which 

time to expect the site surveyors.  Site Surveyors will visit 

unannounced anytime during that time frame.  

 

Ms Mary Holtschneider, AACN representative, provided a 

presentation on HPS education proposal by the University 

of Texas - School of Nursing. Several other transport service 

education initiatives were also discussed as well as the 

military’s. It was decided to invite speakers to the next 

Board meeting to discuss standardizing HPS education 

criteria for  initial and ongoing medical transport personnel. 

 

The Board also appointed a small committee to discuss 

levels of accreditation and bring their recommendations to 

the next Board meeting.  
 

ACCREDITATION DECISIONS 

 

At, the April Meeting in San Antonio of the twenty 

accreditation deliberations, there were: 12 Full 

accreditations, 3 Probational accreditations, 3 Provisional 

actions, 1 Intent to Suspend and 1 Deferred action. 

At the July meeting in Dallas, of the nineteen accreditation 

deliberations, there were: 14 Full accreditations, 2 

Probational accreditations, 2 Provisional actions, and 1 

Withhold accreditation.   You can get details regarding the 

accredited programs on the website, www.camts.org. 

 

The October Board meeting in San Jose has a full agenda 

scheduled in addition to discussions and action on the NTSB 

HEMS Safety Recommendations, the Patient First-Air-

Ambulance Alliance (PFAA) and the Snowe Amendment to 

the Healthcare Bill:  Delivery, Treatment and Transport of 

Individuals by Air Ambulances. 

 

Michael W. Brunko, M.D. 

AMPA CAMTS Representative. 

 

 



 
 

MedEvac International Foundation: 
www.medevacfoundation.org 

 

MedEvac Foundation International, formerly the Foundation 

for Air-Medical Research and Education (FARE), has evolved 

over the last few years gaining the support and confidence of 

medical transport organizations worldwide. Our expanding 

international focus and donor base has created new 

opportunities for growth of our education and research 

initiatives. The new name, now more accurately reflects our 

global mission, vision, and core values. MedEvac Foundation 

International is the first organization of its kind to engage, 

mobilize, and empower people and organizations to make a 

difference in medical transport across the globe. The new 

mission of the MedEvac Foundation International is to 

advance medical transport worldwide through the support of 

research, education, outreach and other charitable services. 

 

2008-2009 Accomplishments 

 

Funded Research and Education Grants - $198,000 in 2008 

and $137,600 in 2009 

 

Translated Public Policy Paper into 11 languages Air 

Medicine: Accessing the Future of Health Care 

 

International Forums - Thought-leaders in the air medical 

community from around the globe meet to discuss common 

goals and challenges at AIRMED 2008 in Prague as well as 

AMTC 2008 and 2009. 

 

MTLI Scholarship - Annual scholarship designed for those in 

the medical transport community that would like to earn their 

CMTE (Certified Medical Transport Executive) at MTLI 

(Medical Transport Leadership Institute). 

 

Family Grant Fund - Established to provide financial 

assistance to families immediately following a fatal air 

medical crash. The Fund assisted families in the Omniflight 

accident. 

 

Children Scholarship Fund - Supports higher education for 

children who have lost a parent as a result of an air medical 

crash. The first winner was awarded funds for the 2009 school 

year. 

 

Annotated Bibliography of Safety Literature ï An online 

database of current critical care transport safety literature is 

being produced and will be released in early 2010. 

 

Printed and distributed the HEMS Industry Risk Profile ï 

The goal was to raise awareness of safety and advance 

research to serve the critical care transport community.  

 

ñOn the Flyò Newsletter - Newsletter featuring issues 

specific to aviation and patient safety 

 

METI Competition - Supports the Annual AAMS Critical 

Care Simulator Competition at AMTC and sponsored the 2007 

winning team to attend the first AIRMED 2008 competition. 

 

Sponsorship of Safety Events - Vision Zero Day at AAMS 

Spring Conference 2008 & 2009, AMTC 2008 & 2009 Safety 

Day / General Session  

 

Vision Zero Revitalization - Funding tools to provide 

education, awareness and vigilance to eliminate unnecessary 

errors of consequence. The kick-off will be at AMTC. 

 

Safety Management School - Provided funding to AAMS to 

assist in developing a school for both basic and advanced 

leadership and safety training. The school will begin June 

2010. 

 

 
Kevin Hutton, M.D. 
 

 

AMPA financially supports the MedEvac 

Foundation International and encourages our 

members to do the same! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Air Medical Journal Editorôs Report to 

AMPA 
 

This year we have been working on improving the quality on 

consistency of our reviews for submitted manuscripts. All 

reviewers were asked to re-submit a CV and letter of interest 

to the editors. The new list of reviewers will be provided with 

reviewer guidelines and tutorials as well as examples of good 

reviews. We hope this will improve the timeliness and quality 

of the reviews. We are also still working on a structure for 

section editors and their roles.  

 



 

Manuscript Statistics for 2009 (Jan to October 1
st

) 
 
30 new articles submitted 
26 revisions submitted 
 
72 reviews completed 
16 articles were accepted and 8 were rejected 
52 days between submission date and first decision 
23 days between reviewer invitation date and review 
completion date 
 

Manuscript Statistics for 2008 (entire year)  
38 new articles submitted  
29 revisions submitted 
107 reviews completed 
22 articles were accepted and 3 were rejected 
89 days between submission date and first decision 
27 days between reviewer invitation date and review 
completion date 
 

As you can see there was a decrease in the time for reviews to 

be completed and a significant decrease in time for the entire 

editorial process to the first decision on the manuscript. 

 

 

The following outlines journal revenue sources as a 
percentage of total revenue. 
 

 
Jan-Aug 

2009 
 

2008 
 

 
2006 

Print Subscriptions 53. 0% 46.0%  65.5% 

Electronic Usage 11. 0% 7.0%  6.5% 

Commercial Sales 36. 0% 44.5%  28.0% 

Reprints 0. 0% 0%  0% 

All other sources* <1% 2.5%  <1% 
*Sources include back issue sales, copyright permissions, and 
other miscellaneous revenue. 
 

 
Print 
Circulation 

Jan-Sept 
2009 

 
2008 

 
2007 

 
2006 

Domestic  Intôl 
Dome
stic 

 Intôl   Intôl Domestic    Intôl 

Members 4,058 139 4,252 164 ,333 140 4,142 98 

Nonmembers 73 14 68   19 88 17 87 19 

Institutions       60      43      62   34      67      37      73      34 

Subtotal 4,191 196 4,382 217 4,488 194 4,302 151 

Total 4,387      4,599 4,682 4,453 

 

Eric R. Swanson, MD 

Calendar of Events 
 

March 17-19, 2010 

AAMS Spring Conference 

Washington, D.C. 

 

April 10, 2010 

AMPA Board of Trustees Meeting 

Sheraton Gunter Hotel  

San Antonio, Texas 

 

April 11, 2010 

Critical Care Procedural Anatomy Program 

Sheraton Gunter Hotel & University of Texas 

San Antonio, Texas 

  

April 12-14, 2010 

Critical Care Transport Medicine Conference 

Sheraton Gunter Hotel  

San Antonio, Texas 

 

May 9-13, 2010 

81st Annual Scientific Meeting 

Aerospace Medical Association 

Phoenix, Arizona 

 

October 10, 2010 

Medical Director Core Curriculum: Part III 

Lt. Lauderdale, Florida 

 

October 11-13, 2010 

Air Medical Transport Conference 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida  

 

April 4-6, 2011 

Critical Care Transport Medicine Conference 

Nashville, Tennessee 

 

May 24-27, 2011 

AIRMED World Congress 

Brighton, England 

 

October 16, 2011 

Medical Director Core Curriculum: Part I 

St. Louis, Missouri 

 

October 17-29, 2011 

Air Medical Transport Conference 

St. Louis, Missouri 

 

October 22-24, 2012 

Air Medical Transport Conference 

Seattle, Washington 

 

October 21-23, 2013 

Air Medical Transport Conference 

Virginia Beach, Virginia 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AMPA Board of Trustees 
President:  

                 Jack Davidoff, MD 

                 585-703-9291 

                 Emsdoc@rochester.rr.com 

 

President-Elect:       

                 P.S. Martin, MD 
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AMTC Opportunity 
 

Each partner association of the Air Medical 

Transport Conference has an Education Committee 

Representative.  Cathy Carrubba has been the AMPA 

rep for some years, and is ready to let another AMPA 

member have the opportunity to  select AMTC topics 

and speakers.  AMPA has a contractual responsibility 

to provide one consistent representative to the 

AMTC Education Committee through the planning 

process. 

 

Please contact Pat in the AMPA Office (at 801-263-

2672 or Ppeter1111@aol.com) for the complete list of 

expectations.  In a nutshell the representative needs 

to be available to attend the AMTC Education 

Committee meeting held at AMTC on Wednesday, the 

last day of AMTC.  They also need to attend an 

AMTC Education Committee meeting held in the next 

city of the following year (January/February).  AMTC 

provides financial support for this meeting.  The 

representative should be prepared to participate in 

conference calls, review speaker submission forms, 

prepare evaluations, and  provide follow-up. 

 

This is a wonderful opportunity for you to shape the 

educational content of AMTC.  Please get involved and 

make a difference. Contact Pat! 

 

AMTC 2011 – St. Louis, Missouri 

AMTC 2012 – Seattle, Washington 

AMTC 2013 – Virginia Beach, Virginia 
  

 

  www.ampa.org 

 

AMPA Members:   

Please find the following survey on the 

AMPA website.  Thank you very much for 

taking the time to complete  

this brief survey. 
 

At the Medical Director Core Curriculum: 

Part II held in San Jose in October, participants 

were asked to complete an entrance survey collecting 

information that will be helpful to AMPA in planning 

future educational opportunities.  One question was 
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to rate current meetings in order of their value or 

benefit.  Not surprising was that the Medical 

Director Core Curriculum series and the Medical 

Director Forum received the highest responses. 

What was a bit surprising and also disappointing was 

that the spring Critical Care Transport Medicine 

Conference received the lowest response.   

 

AMPA would like your help to make CCTMC 

more important and beneficial to our members.  

Please complete the following questions.  

  

1.    Have you attended CCTMC in the past?  

 ___ Yes   ___ No 

2.    If not, why? 

     ___ Cost 

      ___ Time 

     ___ Topics 

   ___ Location 

     ___ Other 

3.    If a physician track were offered at  

      CCTMC, would you attend the      

      conference?  ___ Yes    ___ No 

4.    Would attending CCTMC prevent you  

       from attending AMTC?   

 ___ Yes   ___ No 

5.    If a Core Curriculum were offered in 

       conjunction with CCTMC, would you     

       attend the conference? 

     ___ Yes   ___ No 

  

Comments: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MedEvac Foundation International is 

currently accepting proposals for both 

research and educational projects related to 

air medical and critical care transport.  The 

Foundation welcomes all research endeavors 

and proposed educational projects.  Please 

see the MedEvac Foundation website for the 

2010 RFP, and grant applications at 

http://www.medevacfoundation.org/Grants.h

tml.  Grant applications are due January 31, 

2010. 

 

Contact Amber Bullington with any questions 

at abullington@aams.org or 703-836-8732. 
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